j 


e-noſ & : 


"$4 
wy 


Cx 7; 


WF 


S 
: 


nf 
ow of 


one 


er 


o 


la 


: 
b.4 


#.'Þ 
nP 


* 
[3 
p 


-” 


8 
an” 

% 
B. . 


” 


Oxon. 


BUER 


T- 


-” 
- 


fs 
» > 


: 


Bo 


. 
, 


"Colle 


Edvion. 


L 


£ 


- 


e Th##; 


= _ - 


noon, 


magmay and, ROK es er EB= og re nk 


. 8 .: 
od 


”, 


- 1 [4 $92 


4 wo. 


S Piſce concerning the Qualifications of Pray = 
| Ephet Chap... VI. vers, 18. Praying . always with all 
Prayer und Suplication 3 in the Spirit. © © 


= >, S Religion is the Life of the Soul, ſo is Prayer! 
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the vital Spirit of: Religion, without which it ! 

can neither {;ve nor move, nor have its Being. 

This is the chiefBranch'& the wothip bf God,requir 

of all who acknowledge Him to be, And moſt ada 

ble for all who.own, the World to.be govern'd' by his; 

- Providence, and themſelves to ſtand in need either of 

_ kis.Graceor his Pardon, or. who hope for his Rewards, 

-or fear his Puniſhments i in a future State. And as it} 

Has very-neceſlary. Duty, ſo(iLexaQtly practtic'd)is 
Ita; ifficulc one tog, xo ILis.a Diſcourſing with God; 

_ and for Man, who'#s bu of-ye erday, to corre bC one with! 

the Almighty,who nhabs, Eternity, my emp 'S 

moſt Pres all his QOy TY [5 —_ Facultn 6) - 
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Miſh whom was: never found any uile, þ 
r.their Faces while they arePraiſing and Adoring] 
,- the infinite Perfe&jons,of God ; what Geſture gan 'beſh; 
\_  humble;enough for Man,  who.com oſes Yr If te 01 
' Pray to him-laden with 1 his Sins, a 
have gone over his 256 1F thoſe'g 
deſerib'd in Scriptyes-as ſhifting f 
re worlhiping their Creator, as.conquer*d|fg 
and over-pow! ver d'by the Purity.of his. Nature ; wit ſt 
- what Confu' 10N 11 utr x APPEAT; DETOTE Him, whoſrth 
was conceiv'd in Sin 4h, | bort w. wquity? What attendeg 
tion andapplicatiog'of Thought ? What modeſty oh 
Expreſſion ? What fabh ffvend s of Behaviour 2 Waſp: 
ration ? . What warmth of Aﬀection Wb} 


Love and Admip 
muſt be us'd-to make our Sacrifices acceptable to oufſiq 
Maker ? And certainly as it had been the higheſt Pre: [” 

.\ ſumption, to haye offer'd to have entertain'd any en 
hy E _paronrly with the Almighty; had not He Himfſelfer en * p 
+ CK ag'd k 5. fo io hnce f 9 roach 26 to W ole: it's 
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'our © mod: excellent 'Glot fory, OE we can Wy 4 our f v3 
Fr nl to: Him. But ftill;the Obligation abides, of 
| put them up with. all the. Devotion and Fervency: bud, 
Spirit, which our ImperfeRions are capable of; to pre- 
r pare our ſelves with the niceſt diligence, that we may 
TY : Pray always with all Prayer and Suplicariom 3 n the. qo: | 73 
- | . By Praying always, 1s not meant a conſtant. or.con= 
4] Linued exerciſe of the AR of Prayer, fo as.to be.alwas 
-] invoking the Name.of God. For this wonld be1 incOn- |. » ; 
iS] jiſtent with our other relative Duties : For. there are 
df1* Virtues to be praQic” d, which more immediately re=, 4 
| gard; our Neighbour and our. {clves, ,as_ well as thoſe | 
It] which, ſolely reſpet God; and we are oblieg'd to Jus. ? 
1s tice, Charity. and fomanity, as well as toPray,Praiſc . * 
1;land Adore. But by, Praying always, .is to be underſtood ; 
thi ſuch a Godlike Frameand Temper of Spirit, accompa-.. ? 
t-|ny'd with ſuch -an Innocence of Life, and reliſh. of - 
he Heavenly Things, that we'may be eyer diſpos'd. for. -': 
ofthis Duty, when fit Opportunities ſhall call tor it. By 4 
le, Praying in the Spirit (whatſoever the Enthuſj aſt; pretend). '.} 
ng ſeems to be only imply'd, that our Prayers ought.to, 
Jhavethe Qualifications before-mention'd ; ſo that they. & 
to] ought to bc put up rather for things Spiritual, than. 4 
les Temporal for God's Aſſiſtance to. enable us to Per-.- 4 
Irefeyere mn Goodneſs, for the removal or averting of +! 
ca Temptations, for all Graces needfu] for ns, and Means ; : 
r\for the ſecuring.or encreaſing, of them; which are. © 
tntypd the Gifts, or Privileges of the Holy Spirit.” And. .:; 
'AAthis:too: falls under the former Head, and.is a Qnalifi-'. 
encation neceſſary to make us Pray aright ; ſince there can 
' he no-better Argument. that we are well qualified for 
WPrayer, than that we pray for-Bleſlings of the:moſt no- 

jo! ble importance, the moſt momentous Concer N- So that 
oufſi: the Text are couch'd'the Qualifications Tequir'd to, Þ 
regmakeus ſucceſsful Petitioners at the Throne df Grace, _ ; | 
en$or the reaſon why. $5o many Prayers arg-not heard by-.J 
£3 4 geaven, after thoſe Promiſes which'are annex'd' ro//, 4 
the Rerroneyes i this Doty, is, becauſe wo ate m 200. 
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Boly 2ccompliſh'd to be Candidates for its 'Mercies. \| 
{Andir is eaſy for us in this Cafe, 't& vindicate the | 
FFunhfulnel of God, and to make an Apology for ur 
E Maker, in our Maker's own Vers. which are, - that 
F We ack and receive not, becauſe we akamſt.1n or der theres | 
| fore tq make us fit Supplicants to the God of Glory;and | 
+0 put our Souls into ſuch a Temper, that they may, | 
F. be CON ant and habitually fitted-for the Diſcharge of 
i this Duty,. there are ſeveral Qualifications needful. '1 
ſhall therefore confider. © "4 GE COLL 
þ Brf, What Qualifications are neceſſary to prepare us . 
| for Prayer, or before we pray, and in order to it. * . 
F Secondly, "What is requir'd'in the very time, or a& of 
|. our Praying, when our Devations are on the Wing, ' 
f- * and our Lips are rouch'd with a Coal from the Alter. 
þ. Thirdly, What muſt be done after we have Pray'd, to | 
h lake bu: attecedent Prayers-duly effe&tual. * - 
Fourthly, What As are to be continned and extended 


brough each oſ theſe, both before, in, and after } 


= -ovr Prayers. . 
E Frft,, therefore, what Qualifications are neceſſary to 
t + prepare us for Prayer, or before'we Pray, and in|. 
E  Biert0 it, OE 
-. Now the Firſt Qualification neceſſary to prepare us 
- for Prayer, is the Purity of our Hearts, or the direction} 
- *of our Lives by the Commandments of God. ' For it 
- our Aﬀettionsare impure, or our ways unrighteous, It: 
| $ invain to make our Applications ta God : For we 
| - Know that God heareth not Sinners, but if any Man is 4 
It. rporſbiper of God, and doth his Will, bim he beareth. For the: 
\ Eyes of the Lord are over the Righteous, and his Ears are « 
Fe opento ther Prayers alone. For without Godlineſs, what. 

| -ſoever. Artinomiau Schemes ſome Perſons may draw, 

| whether'it conſiſts in Innocetice, or fincere Repent+] . 
|. ance, aur Prayers can never maunt up.to the preſence] 
| of God ; becauſe the. Burden of our Sins will certainly 
|. Feep ther from aſcending to that Holy Place, whergþ. 
Clhothioghur what is cmpleaty, F can appear; And] - 
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| « more inſufterable. Bpyt neither, on the other hand;.is Þ 
- It, but he becomes guilty, not only of thoſe Sins which'l 
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Father mhich is in Heaven. $0 that tel] w 
all known and wilful Sin, *tis no purpoſe to 


Sipplication to God, He will not hear, will not reg; rd ? 
our ny "They are like anhallowed Fire offer'd ws 
Him, and are az abomination in bis ſight ; for of him wha \ 
3s not reſoly'dto'part with his Sins,, the very Prayers ? 
are ſinſul. That Duty which draws other nigher to 
God caſt him at a greater diſtance from him. That-Ora I 
dinance which fanCtifies others,. ſerves. only to-aggra-" 
vate his deplorable State, and to render his Condition © 


he lefs criminal, if he does not Pray at all-:\ For he is4] 
not excus'd from this Daty, by being unqualify'd tor | 


are the hindrances of his Devotion, but of that Inabi={ 
Iity to. Devotion, which they haye caus'd ; and ſo bard] 
are his Circumſtances, thar he is likely to ſhffer, notÞ 
on} fo making his- uty imne by. finnin +. bord 
Bs ang bis ty pe 
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& ſhould be infiocentof thoſe Sins, which aremeſt oppos'd | | 
+ to the Spirit of Prayer z, for they are not all of them e- ,- 
EF. qually deſtructive of it. But theſe are malice, ill- wilor 
* hatred of our Brother. Now as theſe Vices.commence 


| £9 manner of ways, either by Injuring our Brother,or 
\Y by receiving an Injury from him ; ſo we may be fup. | 
+ P95'> in either Caſe to be guilty of them, and there- 


3 fore on all Regards unqualify'd for Prayer, if we do net 
= . £ontribute our utmoſt towards the ſuppreſſing of them, As for 
i ZF ance: If I bave injur'd my Brother, and given him any 
| | #Mbrage to hate me, I am in a great meaſure guilty of the }|* 
| | Sint, and therefore am ungqualifyd for Prayer ,if 1 do not en- 
IF deavorr & ſpeedy Reconcilement with him. For if my Vift, | 
j | #.before the Altar, and I there remember that my Brather 
i|-h4s, ought againſt me, (any jult cauſe of complaining that 1 
'8 have wajur'd him,) I am oblig'd to leave my Gift before the | 
| Altar, and go, 4nd firſt be recohciled to my Brother. So on | 
_ the other hand, when we are injur'd hy our Brother we are 
| guutty of the alice, and the Sin lies at our door, and ſo our 
| q Prayers become ineſfe(Fual, if we expfipſs an eager Defire to. 
i Tevenge our ſeives ; uf we ſnew an Averſion and Unwilling- 
| meſs to forgive him ; if we negltett his Propoſals of Peace and 
| Accommodation. For hw can we expett that God ſhould 
p47 4mm our. Sins of the blackeſt Charaiter, if we will not for- 
Þ* £7ve our Fellow-ſer vant the leaſt Offence ? And has not our 
| Hleffed Lord taught us, that we cannot pray to God to foe 
WES Fel fo neſt we forging thee that treſpale N 


#8 
£ PE 


_ 
d; Re, 
"7 


FI PA 
* « . 
* Y WW - -Þ :.. 
» W - Bag 


©" 


— os + "Mw «5th EOS =p 


6-45 F Sx'y \ A F . : 1 hg 
a p02 / Fu 1” At of +09 eu e *h; 


'F pr kn ON s, If a not Feithn os who hieve of ended 
| 25 from the bottom'of our Hearts, we deſire that God ou þ 
* 220t forgive us, that He would remember and revenge our | 
Sins aoainſt Him, \as we purpoſe to revtrge thoſe which ours 
| Brother has commitred againſt us. So that in effe "we 1 rar. 
"the beſt Prayer, that'ever was, inito'Sin, and iſe the Wards © 
I 7of our Saviour, who ſpake as never man y; ake,- to our own - 
, © Danmation. Sy that- Purity from Sin, lice from' Me | 
©. | lice, Hatred or "M-will," 5s the oF. Qualification y- fe er 
> | fo prepare us for Prayer. | £99 num! 
1 | The Second: preparatory Qulaſication for Pra 4; "tx a 
- | Conſe aeration of the Nature of our own Waits, vis 4 
- | Manner by which God has | promifd to ſupply {inet xd AF 
>. | my know whar to pray i for, and what Method'to tte to heve | | 
- | our Prayers ahſwer” d.. And in taking an-Eſtimate of ony own 
. | Waits, we ave to conſider our ſelves a3 CYMrures whoſe chief | 
. | Jntereſt depends: on a future State, whoſe greateſt Neeefiries 3 
q are thoſe which regard the Soul. As to what' concerns this 
Life, we aye'to refurn that overtoonr beavenly Father's ; rok ©; 
1 | Providence, with # Father, not my Will, but thine be done. 4 
- | * But as to ſpiritual Wants, couterning theſe we are"to ſus | 
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. | with the greateſt and moſt unconditionate Importunity, y; 
. | -@ pious Violence is to be done to Heaven, till we'' find. 
. ifeler; Fucceſsful in what we pray for. ' But then, Secondly, q 
f we muſt reflett on the Terms on which God- has undertaken I 
| toaſſiſt theſe Wants, and to reſolve to comply with them, are. 
; | fhey never ſo wieaſy: Thus do we ask for a Pardon for Sint | 


we know the Terms on which this muſt be granted are,' pro- 2 
; vided we repent and forſake them, We are therefore to re- | 
Jolve. to-ſet our ſelves about this -Repentance and Amend- * 
. | rent, before we'pray for the Pardon. Thus becauſe Grace: 
and Virtue cannot "be  compaſt without the uſe of good and. ; 
! {| wiſe tndeavours, we ire toreſolve on theſe, before-we Perk q 
. | © rio# for thoſe. For the Promiſes of God, tho' infallible in rhe | 
$erito an Grage,” vugbt veverchelaſ3- fo encourage ts. to; 
 Eravel 0 more Ardour and Fidelity, to merit the ha 

of them.” any 65k nat Fs peels it THEY be ga ts. 
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4 e Third Qualifcation brepatory to. Prayer, 1 
| rus a Truſt in God, that al nt us rope, i 


| 


# ," according to. our Sayiour's Promiſe : Al | 
: | things whatſoever ye ack in Prayer, beheving 1 ye rſbal receivel] | 
+ Now. wemay be ſaid to be qualify'd with this Gracey| 
8 BY ſenſible of our own Wantts,. we commend our 
| hres, to God by Prayer, relying or! his Divine GoodA , 
ne and Power, that he will give us what weſbe.for : 
- that is, (as was Deforer hinted) if we axe careful of per- 
© Sriain the Conditions on which: he ſtipulated to 
E give If we. ask for Pardon for. Sins, in reforming 
” thent; for virtuous. Endowments,in induſtriouſly ſeek- 
© ing after them ; for. the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit; in 
® concurring with it, and making good uſe of it 3, for 
F - Health, or Eaſe, or any. other proſperous Tarns 0 
3 -Providence and outward things; with a due Submiſſion 
F to God's will, jain'd with the uſe of Jawful-Means to} 
attain them. For to truſt that God will hear us with- 
p.- .out-theſe, is not Faith, but ati unwarragtable Confi- 
& dence; not Hope, but preſumption. ES 
& . © Fourth. Qualification preparatory for Prayer, is Pl 
E good latention to uſe ay ſhall bleſs us with, to 


RB: 


F- \'the Advancement of ovrov.d Brother's Salyation. 
| . Otherwiſe, if we only ask for God's Bleſlings; to con4 
E-. fume them on our.Luſts; we petition Heaney to coul-! 
F-. tribute toour Vtidoing, and beg of the Almighty mates 
|. rials for our Sins, and for Occaſions to provoke him: 
God i is oblig'd to deny us out of Loye and Compaſſion 5 
. for ſhould he hear us, jt would be the redteft I Indice. 
tion that he is diſpleas'd with us, and that he ls Fall 
-*to-tuin us by ſocruelan ladulgence. 
f I So that Freedom from vin, either by fn ntioctnce, be 
* :fincere Repentance, eſpecially from Malice ot Ill-will 1 
3 Reſolution to perforni the Terms, on which Succeſs! 
ts Longs to our, Prayetsz. a. T Traſt. that God will 
oF: 58 PQ vs "oo we ws whos DNF EI IS Uno fti one 
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ol} full of &rouble; "muſt 'rbturt to that 6:4” of thbich we were. 
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4nd the Cart of Heaven ? farts br ſhall aihaivec: : 260 a 4 
"'Secondly}"What is #eyubredlin the tory rime aid a8t4up 7 
vir Prayiti, #hile tur Bebiyons tre bn th Wing and bh 
Lips aft touth'4 with'a:Coil fibnthe Altai Now ERANfenjhs -; 
Qualtfcation/mecefſary for wniniihetimbothruye,5s blik. | 
 thility 5 bevauſt Prayer 3398 Ring with Godo 7A hin | 
Himilitywifght 108 fort a $# arp Bnſtyby tin Conſider atih. 7 
on of Mr HOON of thut Golly "with whormnonld habeiry 20's + 
That Ht'3s ths'higbeft-far-above all," hy bas iHliaven fob. 1 
his ThrotieJand'the Barth! for his Foot-ſtool* Win meafures\ } 
the Sea fn BÞvipalan of bis! Hahas, Tn-mhoſe Hand ts the Sauk? 
of every livint thing, 4nd the Breath" of ak fanBind., Felt 
15 naked befort hink; and Deſtritftiv0n bath n/overint. Et 7 
ftreichet out rhe North over the.twipry place, nd hanger\, 
| the Earth pon nothing. And Scomaly, they Flumiliry ought,” 


Men afd thi Creatures vf Gottj'ver whint: be lus an Abſus.s 
lute Pawer-antl' Authority. "3 we'are wothint bit aTitrls ; 


brearbiny Deſt and Aſhes, which after a fevititime, but wee, 


oy of 
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ord. If the moſt glorious of his Creatures are foul ih; 
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—— Ti 'Ouati] Fhationr of 
fo re \ Hm, tho dwell in Houſes of Clay, 'whoſe IO oh 
;5 inthe Duſt ?.,But, Secondly, much: more ought we to he-. 
bamblecin our Rrayers, as Wear ecSimiers, and morthy_( if - 
Gord ſhow d'remarg. as aftet;qur Sixs.) of Eternal Dew. We. 
7 ave. afrontett Ixfphit, e I dcfe ovine: therefare deſerve Inf- 
nite Puniſhment: And rho 1 Eh the Mercies ofiGod, - 
Hand the Merxits:of our-Blefd Saviour, our fevertRe-. 4 
Fpentanicemay hinder, the- :exegntion, ef-this Seatance 3: 
yet: we maſt remember, that Humilityzais A partieven ; 
of Repentance:iſc1f-.Andthe conſideration. that.itiis: 
O Goodneſs afkGad done, which.makes ayriMiſery- 
leſs, ovght ro-make ovr.Singreater, andhojghten. our. 
Humility, forrhaviag: offended ſo. gracious (Freator,, 
| whenave pray, {9r:Remiſſion for thaſe Qffences,. 
F The SeaondyQualificationginthe time.of Praying, is 
| a due fxediefs-endattentioncet Mind.” For:God. is an, 
| Objet fo noble, that hedgmands theutmoſt Intenſion - 
* of. our Thonglits, They:oughtall-ro. be:calleted,and, 
| fix?d'on him, direRed 'astbe Bates of the Cheruhinagnche ) 
| Ark wh otlytowards the, Mekove feats And: in over 19 this 
© aur: Mibds ought ta bedifengag'd: From. whatſoever. 
| may.occaſips. the 3 Kraglngs as: from an;overviolent 
| loveafrhe its:pleatures.and intereſts; yand. to, 
| be] wits whatſbever tay raiſe a.juſt Artenceon ; 
T3 Lk an fil -ſeaſc ofthe Dignity and.: Excellence 
” of t bis Datyg"tbe-ineſtimablaworth.of theſe Mercies, 
|. for hickavepttitionzake gteatneſs offour, munts.and - 
F neceſſicies. \Nor-:is-itrenoughz{as:the.Schoolmen looſely. 
EF determin'in this matter,)*khatihis 4renmionispurpoſ- 
> ell and intended; t 10% itignadbexccuted, Nordd:1t du bh 
| ficient, thas"weſcome with-a Reſolution teibg ation. af 
i tive, if we'ds notevigorouflyoaratice it. Far ivaReſce 
{ lution a. competent: Diſcharge of apy:other.DQuty? Or 
F was the Somin.the GoſpelJudtify'd for Calyigg.to fo) 
| and workin the Vineyard; and yetnot doing at? A | 
| Reſolution to-pray In genera}, might.as well abfolye | 
ws ood: not praying atalt,. as a Refolntion to.;he ate j 


Live, troan00T being ſo. Not; thee ' Dol wilkmaks I 
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abafembitf $6rthe taker y4 af our. \n.rcettion refal 
ing from:the: unavoidable. weakneſs-of our Natures,08 
our; being, diſlis'd to think! or. teflect-z;/yer will-not hg 
diſpence: with the tota]. Want; of-it: And-ifyvc are fore 
ry for this Imperfection.0fotr Uthention, and endeavs! 
oureffeRtively to.correQ'it, God will concurr with ns, ; 
4, and by drawing nigher to ns, and diſeayering his Per: L 
fetions with a greatefi lo{tre, will makt our Attention MY: 

_ not only caſy and naturalz;but even-alſo; pleaſant and? 
delightful Fhe Third'Qualification of Prayer, inthe" 
att of Praying, is-a/good-meaſure of deſire, and feryven-; 
cy of affe&tion;:Bor a lukewarm Petitioner” beſpeaks 2? 
denial, and he'himfelf contributes to big own repulle,? 
He ſeems/dnconcern'd in makinghisSvit, and 10 leſs 
exp2&'God to be lefs c>hicern'd to grant it. Ke ſeems 3 
to ſlight the Mercy, while the asks it. Can it therefore 1 
be imagin'd, that he ſhould think himſelf much oblig'd 
by it, or be:thankfnl for-it'? while a fervent Prayet' 3 

| ſhews how-ardently w2 deſire a Mercy,and how thanks} 
fully we are tike to-receive if, }Azd this is a ſtrong/In« ] 
ducemeant for God' to beſtdw it on us ; for, He 18.4a\ 
tender and -indutgent, .that: He cannot deny us any 7 
thing which'is fit for us; when he ſees us wrought up ;} 
to-a due Valuation of it; and/our Hearts earneſtly bent 

; Upon it. For ir zs the fervent Prayer of the righteous m4n, | 
which prevaileth much.” [The Fourth Qualification- of. 
Prayer, / in'the act of Praying,” is a getteral love for 1 
Mankind; and a concern'for their happineſs - For the } 
 compaſs'of our Prayers ought. to be as large as-that- of ; 
our Charity, and with.its:open Armsembrace all mans * 
kind - exterided even to-thave, who art perhaps con-.1 
triving to"lay our Honours ard thdiecs in;the;Daſt, while. 
we are/mounting their Sons; 111 our-Devotions, Vs iQ 1 
the'Heavens.' For we te obbg'd by ogr;Holy Relipt-" 
0n;0o Heſs them which. curſe un, and to pray for them which 
Wl #ſeus.” Aud in pevfuir. of this univerſal Chary 
rity Vgr-Saviour, (oanorating to: St. ; Cyptian's pioug 

) has; taught: bt 700 nf? Oye We 000g A, 
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(Father, 99 hora in Heaven, that mindful of ojy 
{1 mort Original, and of that;glorious de- 


ITY 


ivine and c 
pendance ot which weſtand related to God, we might | 2 
mite our- Prayers for all thoſe, : who bear the ſame il 
auſtrious GharaQer bf the Sons: of God. 'The Fifth pr: 
{Qualiication of Prayer is, . that our Prayers ought to | obi 
£be ſhort, not abounding with an'exceſs of Words. For \ he 
tPrayer 1s the Language of the-Heart, rather than of 
| the-Tongue' ; of the affeRions,'more than of the lips 3 | ha 
and great and rais'd Paſſions, ſach'as make up the moſt | ou 
perfect Devotion, are ſeldom attended with a-copions | * 
fluency of: Words. For the Soul is tos much eifploy*d- | 
within, to have leifure to exerciſe it Rf about Flou- | we 
{r1ſh, or tedious:'Harangue. Of this conciſe Nature are | and 
| moſt of the ſacred /Hyrins and Prayers which are ex- | lat 
þ tafit, *ſuitable to the Majeſty of God : 'for the moſt fn 
ſhort, > is alſo the moſt! olema' and ſtately, 'method' of | £4 
E addre&,/and agreeable toMankind's Infirmities,which | $6 
- Hinders us Trom.enlivening, with a: due Spirit, a long | an 
and tedious Prayer, © Of this. Nature-are our Saviour's He 
{Own Prayers ;z one of the faſt of which; in his Agony, | gr 
| is ſhott, and yet ſo pathetical, that it ſeems (accord- | tin 
© $74 ts the Hiſtory)to be accompany'd-with'more drops | fc 
£ of Blood than Words. The Laſt Qualification:in the th: 
© ac of praying; 1s perſeverance, not as the Meſallians, | gf 
{ from the dpoſtfe's Command in the Words, of Praying | Ki 
| 4Iways thought, by an unhroken continuation 'of the | in: 
& .a&ts of Prayer; but by d conſtant Preparationy for and | I 
| exercife”of them: as opportunities, and freedom from. 
F orher Duties Gemand.. For this is the perfe&tion, not. | the 
I only of Prayer, but of all Virtues: Without this they are {lin 
#. only faint efforts, and attempts.to'pleaſe God, which Þ 9 
{+ 1h:Þ never beaccepted of;'nor rewarded by Him. But } £_ 
{+0 has a oſt cſpecial force. in; Prayer: for-if the umjuſh | 
I} Judge in the Goſpel, who neither fear'd Gag, nor regarded, 
$2447; yer granted the Widow's Petition; movy.purely., * 
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COA TER. 139 
' Indines him tobe kind-and beneficetit ro his Creathttzs, 0k Ree 
queſts; if we cry dof ang night to Him? I tell you,” (a5 the ſpel has 3 
it) He w:ll grant them ſpeedrly. Humility, therefore Attention, Fervour, " 
| Charity and Perſeverance, are Qualifications neceſſary in the time of. 
| 'Prajer. But there are, Thirdlyy Qualifications, nec:iſary after we have 
pray?d, to.make our antecedent Prayers duly ef:Qual. 'As Firſt, an 
obſervationof:God?s returns to'onr Prayers ;/and eyeing the tenden= 7 
cy of bix Providence, whether he does grant our Petitions or nots © 
j eſpecially as to ſpiritual concetns; And there is an infallible Mark ro # 
meaſure our ſaccefs by : for we'may-afſuredly conclude, That God } 
. has heard our Prayers, asto pardon of fins, (for inftance) if-we find .. 
our lelves free from voluntary Tranſgteſſions Bur if after our prayers 
we are as much finners ag ever, this is a ſign that God has not heard ' ? 
our Petitions, ' and that our fins are-not pardon*d ;- and the fault *: 
muſt be our own, becauſe we did not eculy repent of them, b=fore 1 
we pray*d for their Remiſſion- So that we muſt renew cur Repeat» . 3 


ance, as well as onr prayers; andif the former is ſincere, and the ©; 
latter duly-qualify'd, we ſhall certainly be ſucceſifal; Thus we may 
know that:God has granted our prayers as to ſpiritual Graces, if ws .? 
| findour ſelves improv'd in'Virtue after our prayers: otherwiſe the * * 
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$0 that we gwiſt reinforce our Endeavours- azwell as our prayers 3 
and-if there 3s no deficiency on our'patt. it 15 cettain there will bs 


He is prepar'd to prevent with his: Blefſings even our firſt Withes 
time to cloath themſclyes with words. The ſecond 24a/ification 
that is, "His denials of tempneal Advintages For this is often a5 


great a proof of his Fatherly Goodneſs and Concern' for us, as any 
of His oſt merciful Indalgences: '? Tis a Myſterions Method of 


would-prove tousonly a more agreeable Ruine,' amore” pleaſant 
and beauriful deftrution. And how ſevere ſo ever diſappointments 


+-ing us in our, Wiſhes, and for viſibly fiuſtraring us inthe ſiicerls of 


» 


| our choice 'oyer to Omnilcience; and chat GoJ;j(to uſe bar Saviour! 


1 pray*d'for a-Serpent, has giver. us-a Fiſh, and when we'petition*d 
1 fora Stone; has bleſt us with Bread, The Third Qaslfira tion after 


1 prayer; adve value of out great Privilege, that we may -pray to* 1 
'\4 God. Bor:haw: great is:the. Ferogativetof a Chriſtian; that he may . | 
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fault is our own; we lave'not endeavour'd vigoroully after Grace, 


none'on God's: for He ts always more ready to grue, then we fo praye : 
for them, and to reward our pious defixes, even before they hive * 


pfcer prayer, js a rerurning God thanks for his grants and feniils ;- * 


- 


Kindneſs, which obliges us againſt ouc Wilts; and makes us happy* + | 
in conrradigion to our moſt paſſivnare deſircs; depriving'usof what | 3 


may-appear £o/ us at firſt,” yer the eyenc and cloſe of Things wilt - } 
ſhew; that we had good reaſon to be thankful 'to God; for His craſs | 


1 


gur prayers;. and we fhall at liſt and the ſarisfaQion dams. | Re. 


to 
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Ramiliar.. but -expreflive Woids: wich ſome alteration) when we. - 1 


Entercourſe with the, Almighty,bue tis ownSias, which | of 
almpediments, bat.as far as they ate perſiftedn, and \ © 

roxen off by true Repentaxce... The Fourth Qualgfhkeation, is a 

by Jearning by God's denials. ro. make fitter \ddreſſcs fore Arfuture: for - 

| if my prayers are-norgranced, there muſt be fome fault ine. Tit 

+ That is amanacd, Ht aver will be deafith-my Petitions; dad neg lt# my 
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; moſt ſolemn Addreſs, Either, 1 do not-pray for what /ſought,or not 
{After that, manger which 1 ought; therefore, in the Language of the |} 
% Phalmif, my:;Wirds are only like the Ghaff bifere the! Wind, and the 
YL o 1 of the Lord will certainly ſcatter them The Fifth! Qua hfcation 

bs. Aliis-giying, For ipis meer-that we ſhould expreſs our gratitude 
6 fot God?s Mercies, by bounty to pur Brethren, which askof us, 'and * 
+, $24 onr relief. This is all the return we-can make to:providence, 
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+ Tor the innumerable Rounties which: it ſcatters upon us: with open 
C” ow This I$; kind of relieving our Saviour in his fuff:ring-Mem- | 
$8 a, and he eels that he will-look on ic, as tf done-tb himſelf; } 7 
4 An \FHere.can be no.greater inducement for lod to beftow tempoe 
Wk ood things on us; than if we conſccrate a part'of thenvto-him/ | 
.qur Alms (We repver him, if # may. ſo ſpeak, our-Debtor,: and 
P 009.000 boldneſs of the Expreſſion} we may, in ſome meaſure, 
-o0g tothe promiſes made ro this Dury; appeal to his Juſtice, 
* ®'well 25 tg his Goodneſs, to make ſuitable Requitals3 which: he | 
| Sill.nofl caramly perform, though not in-kind; yer in-what wilt | 
+ be much more for our Advantige ; and will conſult, tho" not our | 
4% pigſer lay 410n, yet our laſting Benefic. - On Obſervation'theres 
E Jore of: God « returns to our Prfyers; Thanksgiving fon his Grants aud 
Þ-.) Jenials; A gue Faive of the privilege of Prayer, a correfiing onr prayers 
| Jar the Juture by our paſt diſappointments, and laſtly Almr-giving, are. 
-» "necellary-after we have-pray'd; td.make our antecedent Prayers duly 
+  gf=tual. So thac I ſhall proceed rb enquire-into. i Laſtly; what A's 
'- ace 0 be continued and extended throvgh each of theſe, both: before 
| Man after'our prayers. And Firſt, weonght to be polfeft with 
| 2 gre ſenſe. of ouc:Jp:rfe#ions, inthe diſcharge of this: weighty 
- Duty. [This muſt run'tino* ali che parts of ic ,.bur ought'more pir- 
- ticularly $0.b2 expreſ} both before, andafier our Devotions. Artboth 
8beſe times we ought ſolemnly to entrear God?s pardon for the Er. | 
WW. rx9rs that weave, oc| may. commit;;\/ for rhe ſtragling "of "our! 
12 Thovg 5, which.the beſt of Men can more eafily bewail, than pres $4 
Ts - vert, {ince- the moſt: watchful ' and/ſttady Mind cannot” hinder alÞ} 52+: 
Ft the dilorders of roving Bancy, inthe midt of our moſt ſerious dev] 1! 
T*  99:90s,, for;aur.carneft begping of BleNings of a trivial nature, off **J: 
[6  Jor.gur-want,of-any of. che former; Aue/ipcation, ini thac Meaſtirg] 
IF whichs expedignt,/ - The next Quabfegtion is a very comprehen4] * ''$ 
py and .vehigh ties in all the xeth;ang yer.withal aovary ined 726 
1 lary oneto0 , anflithar 15 onivexſal Holintfs and andticha Borg] 
Pray ing ina ſhoxe/rime- will malle.us cave off our Sins|\'or , ohne Sitio! 
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foreraſt wfirheFvyrof thav place, ro&/which they are” try 
make'our\ Souk [ympathizeant &nform thimſebwes with the Virt 
and: Innoc##ee bf irs bleſſed" tubabit 4nts, $0" that The® mn Ff of } 3 
That Purity" Conſiterativn Sf vi Wihiit a hay w, | 
tention. av! ibvfuty to prepare it for Praye Ty hee ? 
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